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THE PAST AND FUTUBE OF THE AMERICAN 
MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY* 

Having been requested by the Council 
to address the Society on retiring from the 
presidency, it has appeared to me that I 
must choose between the discussion of the 

* Address delivered by the retiring President, be- 
fore the American Mathematical Society at the annual 
meeting held December 28, 1894. 



position and prospects of some branch of 
mathematics with which I may be familiar 
and a more general and discursive review 
of the present position and future prospects 
of our Society. I have, after some hesita- 
tion, chosen the latter subject. It seems 
desirable, on the whole, that there should 
be made at this time some permanent 
record, however slight, of the steps by 
which so large and flourishing a society has 
come together, and of the views concerning 
its present scope and the hopes concerning 
its future possibilities which are entertained 
bjr those who have hitherto been most im- 
mediately concerned in the conduct of its 
affairs. 

The New York Mathematical Society, 
originating in 1888, was at first not much 
more than a small mathematical club meet- 
ing periodically at Columbia College. The 
first meeting was called by a circular signed 
by three young men. The number of those 
who could be expected to attend these meet- 
ings was not great, but all who were able 
and who were sufficiently interested to do 
so were invited to join the Society. It was 
fortunate in securing for its first president 
Professor Van Amringe, distinguished alike 
by scientific attainments, official eminence, 
and administrative ability. The professor 
of astronomy at Columbia was also active 
in it from the first. The meetings of the 
young Society were, as I am informed (for 
at that time I did not reside in New York), 



